
In 127 years, Hillcrest has 
had it’s fair share of 
course corrections.  Even 
when all 5 engines are 
firing effectively, it is very 
easy to drift off course or 
even be forced off course 
by situations in our way.  
Our denomination, the 
Evangelical Covenant 
Church (ECC), recog-
nizes this reality and has 
asked us to be part of 
NAVIGATE, a partner-
ship with the ECC and 
the Central Conference.  
As one of 3 NAVIGATE 
churches in our Confer-
ence, we will receive 
training, encouragement 
and tools to help us to 
continue to maintain our 
heading toward missional 
health and effective min-
istry. 

 NAVIGATE will 
be the next logical step 
after our Long Range 
Plan has been identified 
in November.  While the 
plan tells us of a possible 
future for our church, 
NAVIGATE will give us 
tools to keep us healthy 

and on course through 
whatever conditions this 
kind of intentional change 
brings.  Included in the 
process is a three-day as-
sessment and training for 
the pastors of the 33 
NAVIGATE churches in 
the US, followed by a 
weekend training for 
those pastors and 3 
NAVIGATE team mem-
bers from each church.  
There will be 2 local train-
ing times for the 3 NAVI-
GATE churches in our 
Conference, and 3 meet-
ings here at Hillcrest with 
our NAVIGATE coach, 
Pete Sjoblom. 

 We were invited 
to be part of this NAVI-
GATE process because 
of our current health and 
direction, but our goal is 
to be a completely 
healthy, missional church.  
By way of evaluation, 
there are 10 markers of 
healthy missional 
churches that were part of 
the Veritas program we 
went through together 

last spring.  Pastor Jen 
and I will be preaching on 
each of these 10 markers 
this fall so that we are 
united in our vision of the 
spiritual goals toward 
which we are striving. 

 I’m excited about 
the possibilities that 
NAVIGATE will bring to 
our church, but I won’t 
hide from you that this 
will be a long process.  
There may be hard times 
– change always promises 
disagreements – but I 
have confidence that we 
can remain united and 
loving toward each other 
as we journey through 
this 2 year process and 
beyond. 

Inside Story 6 

Message from Pastor Steve 

Hillcrest Covenant Church 

September 2010 

Volume 11, Iss
ue 9 

Message from Pastor Steve 1 

Message from Pastor Jen 2 

Message from Our Church 
Chair 

3 

Trustee Report 4 

2K10 5 

Birthdays &  
Anniversaries 

6 

September Calendar 7 

Inside this issue: 
 

Covenant 

Life 

Link 

  

Benda Scholarship 11 

Service & Missions 8 

Service & Missions 9 

AWANA 10 

Choir 10 

September Book Review 11 

Showers of Blessings 11 

September Sermon Series 12 



“Their land is full of idols; they 

bow down to the work of their 

hands, to what their fingers have 

made,”  

Isaiah 2:8 

 It is difficult to deny 
that we live in a culture that 
bases one’s self-worth on 
their productivity. We are 
constantly looking for ways 
to measure the re-
sults of what we are 
trying to accomplish, 
to determine if we 
have been success-
ful—if we are, in 
turn, successful.  

 My very 
human tendency is 
to want to prove that your 
hiring me was worth the risks 
that you took to do so. I want 
to show you tangible results 
of what I’ve done during my 
first few weeks here. I want 
events on the calendar, pro-
grams in progress, and new 
ministries developed. In es-
sence, I want to show you the 
works of my hands and all of 
the things that my fingers 
have made, that you might 
feel confident of your deci-
sion as a church to bring me 
on board.  

 When I came into 
the office this morning, I had 
three different piles on my 
desk that I wanted to deal 
with, as well as an ever-
growing “to-do” list. I had e-
mails to send, phone calls to 
make, curriculums to sort 
through, books to read, and 
various things that I am still 

trying to learn/research. As I 
opened my e-mail, I just felt 
this pull to stop what I was 
doing and spend some time 
with God. Now, for those of 
you who think this is very 
“pastoral” of me…know that 
I don’t often listen to that 
“pull,” as I would typically e-
mail my way through it until 
the feeling passes. But this 

morning, I listened. 
And I opened my 
Bible to the book of 
Isaiah and decided to 
read until something 
caught my attention. 
It didn’t take very 
long. Right there in 
chapter two, was the 

verse written above. It was 
the very definition of loving 
conviction as I was reminded 
how easily I worship the 
things that my own hands 
have accomplished; and how 
often I seek the approval (ie: 
worship) of other people as 
they “bow” to the things that 
I have made. God has given 
me gifts…and I can ride on 
the waves of my own merit 
for quite awhile I think. 

 But God’s reminder 
came to me at the perfect 
time, as God’s words often 
have a way of doing. It was a 
reminder to me that God 
does not judge me nor meas-
ure me by the productivity 
that I or others might meas-
ure myself by. God does not 
tally the new programs I have 
begun or the amount of e-
mails I have written.  The 
standards by which our soci-

ety measures our successes 
have nothing to do with the 
way that God looks upon us. 
God cares about the many 
conversations that I have had 
with many of you, as you 
have so graciously welcomed 
me into this community. God 
is concerned with how well I 
have listened as you have told 
me your stories and shared 
life with me. God is con-
cerned with whether or not I 
have loved you in a way that 
reminds you that I am from, 
of, and about the love of 
God.  

 I don’t doubt that in 
the coming weeks, I will be a 
part of new programs or new 
events—but I hope and pray 
that I will have done so only 
because I have listened 
well—to God and to each of 
you. As we together gear up 
for a new school year and a 
new season of ministry at 
HCC, let’s look (and listen) 
for the ways that God is at 
work, that we might join in 
on work already begun. In-
stead of bowing to the idols 
of an individualistic culture 
that prides itself in what its 
own hands have made, let’s 
turn our attention to a life 
lived in a community that 
prides itself on the things 
made by the hands of God. 
Perhaps in doing so, we will 
learn to measure our success 
and worth through the eyes 
of a God whose love for us is 
unrelenting and who values 
us based not on what we do, 

From Pastor Jen 
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Message From Our Church Chair 

Summer time is winding 
down, and school is start-
ing.  Hope you had a great 
summer and were able to 
enjoy some of the HCC 
summer activities -- Con-
cert in the Park, Praise 
Fest, Christmas in July, 
Game & Pizza night and 
Covenant Harbor Sunday.   
 
Since the last newsletter, 
we have had both the July 
and August Executive 
Committee meetings.  
Some of the highlights 
were: 
A plan was approved to 

move the  middle 
school program into 
the larger downstairs 
classroom (with the 
divider) and convert 
the current choir room 
into a classroom.  The 
closets in the current 
choir room would re-
main in that room for 
Christian Formation 
use and new closets for 
choir would be built 
where the current coat 
racks are.  This change 
will require that the 
choir practice in the 
sanctuary. 

The current Mutual Minis-
tries Committee rec-
ommended and the 
Executive Committee 
approved the appoint-
ment of Pat Kevin and 
Don Potts to the Mu-
tual Ministries Com-
mittee for three year 
terms.  Pat and Don 

will replace Larry 
Schultz and Dave Wes-
sel, whose terms were 
finished.   

It was recommended that a 
proposal to develop a 
new Stewardship 
Board separate from 
the Mission Board be 
presented to the con-
gregation for discus-
sion and approval.   

Nominating Committee 
Guidelines were re-
viewed and approved 
and will be incorpo-
rated into next year’s 
nominating committee 
process. 

Pastor Jen was welcomed 
to the Executive Com-
mittee, and she pro-
vided an update on 
activities to date and 
plans for the next few 
months. 

The Long-Range Planning 
Committee update re-
viewed progress on the 
three goals: 1) create a 
core values statement, 
2) create a mission 
statement, and 3) cre-
ate a vision statement.  
Members of the LRP 
Committee have met 
with the various 
boards to discuss the 
aspects relevant to 
each particular board. 
The overall plan will 
be presented at the 
November congrega-
tional meeting.  The 
congregation will then 

provide feedback at 
Town Hall meetings in 
February/March, with 
a final plan being 
adopted in May. 

The purpose and goals of 
the “NAVIGATE” 
process were reviewed 
and includes efforts to 
share information with 
the congregation about 
this process and its 
role in helping facili-
tate change and spiri-
tual growth at HCC. 

The September 2010 – 
May 2011 church cal-
endar was reviewed in 
detail.  Several changes 
and additions were 
noted, which have 
been incorporated into 
the interactive calendar 
on the web-site.   

 
Please pray for us as a 
church as we have many 
exciting activities and plans 
in process.  If you have any 
comments or questions, 
please let me or one of the 
other Executive Commit-
tee members know.   
 
God Bless, 
Joe Bothe  

“The purpose and goals of 

the “NAVIGATE” 

process were reviewed …” 
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Over the course of the summer, the Board of Trustees supervised several maintenance projects that re-
quire attention every few years.  Sealing and striping of parking lot is on a three-year cycle.  This year, in 
addition to sealing and striping, we had some of the larger pavement cracks cut out and repaved. 
 
We are currently having the exterior wood surfaces of the church power-washed, caulked, glazed and 
stained.  This includes exterior paneling and soffits, as well as window and door frames.  The metal doors 
on the west and south sides will be repainted brown to match the rest of the exterior.  We treat the exte-
rior surfaces every three-to-four years, depending on the extent of weathering. 
 
Between now and the end of August, we will have the multi-purpose room and kitchen floors stripped, 
cleaned and refinished.  This is an annual maintenance project. 
 
During August, we coordinated with Christian Formation and Pastor Steve in cleaning, redecorating and 
furnishing Pastor Jen’s office. 
 
In September, we will be implementing the Executive Committee’s decision to convert the existing choir 
room into a Sunday School and Awana room.  We will be enclosing the coat rack area that backs up to 
the choir room to form a secure area to store choir robes, choir music and the hand bells. 
 
Longer term, we are working with acoustical consultants to explore options for improving the acoustics 
of the multi-purpose room. 
 
Mark your calendars for our fall clean-up day.  This year it will be held from 9 a.m. to noon on Saturday, 
November 6. 
 
Bruce Bickner, Mort Carrel, Bob Donaldson, Ron Grimm, John Guio, Jessie Flippin, Susan Kauffman 
and Ed Peterson. 
 

Trustee Report 
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Sunday School Begins September 12 

Sunday School for all ages will begin Sunday, September 12th, from 9:30 - 
10:30 a.m.  To celebrate the start of Sunday School, there will be a small 
breakfast served at 9:30 a.m. in the Multi-purpose Room.  Children will 
meet their teachers during breakfast and then be dismissed to their class-
rooms.  Adults are invited to eat breakfast and then meet in Anderson 
Room for their class.   



Make a Make a Make a Make a DifferenceDifferenceDifferenceDifference 2k10 2k10 2k10 2k10    

Proverbs 22:9 

Make a Difference 2k10Make a Difference 2k10Make a Difference 2k10Make a Difference 2k10    
November 18November 18November 18November 18————21212121stststst    
Sycamore, IL Sycamore, IL Sycamore, IL Sycamore, IL     

 

We are in our final few months of planning for Make a Difference 
2k10.  We wish we had the time to share with you some amazing sto-
ries of all the people we have met and have touched us through this 
event.  We have seen God work in His timing, bringing forth the peo-
ple He wants to use for this community event.  We certainly feel 
honored and blessed by the commitment some people have made and 
the contributions from others.  We currently have raised enough 
funds and volunteers to pack 300,000 meals.   Our goal is to reach 
500,000 meals.  Please watch the website for a sign up to be posted 
in September.  Our “change makes change” quarter collection is up to 
$734.50!  We had one little girl from our church say she collected 2 
quarters from her roommate at camp this summer for Feed My 
Starving Children.  Those 2 quarters will feed a starving child 3 
meals!  We can’t save all the starving children, but we can make a dif-
ference.  Please prayerfully consider partnering with us.   For more 
information on how you can donate or volunteer 
contact Greg or Sherri Howells.   

www.makeadifference2k10.shutterfly.com  

 www.fmsc.org MobilePack Events/Sycamore 
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  2 - Jessie Flippin 
  3 - Howard Swan 
  4 - Samantha Kevin  
  6 - Randy Aichele 
  6 - Lindie Diaz 
  6 - Kim Vines 
  6 - Carol VanderWeide 
  8 - Debbie Reingold 
  9 - Julia Cordes 
  9 - Rich Holly 
  9 - Gary Larson 
13 - Ivan Jones 

14 - Dorothy Elliott 
19 - Doris Carlson 
20 - Jeremy Geidel 
20 - Nicole Lee 
21 - Bruce Bickner 
23 - Betty Morsch 
24 –Lisandro Restrepo 
 (Missionary) 
27 - Nathan Sisler 
28 - Kayla Sue Kauffman 
30 - Will Ferguson 
30 - Jerry Wahlstrom 

September Birthdays 

September Anniversaries 

16, 1989 - Patrick & Diane Kevin 
19, 2009 - Aaron & Shawna Bennett 
20, 1997 - Eric & Kristi Peterson (Missionaries) 
24,          - Gary & Sherri Larson 
28, 1974 - Jerry & Linda Wahlstrom 
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Some of my fondest memories are bringing meals to Lynn Strawn when she under-
went cancer treatment.  She was usually the one doing the serving so it was a bless-
ing to serve her.  I often think of our times together and how a simple meal deliv-
ered to the door turned into conversation, smiles, tears, joy and prayer. 
  
If you know of someone in need of a meal, please contact your deacon.  If you are 
interested in being a part of the Meal Ministry, please talk to Sherri Howells.  You 
will bless and be blessed! 
  
"For even I, the Son of Man, came here not to be served but to serve others, and to give my life as a 
ransom to many" -Mark 10:45 

Meal Ministry 
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2010-2011 HCC YEAR OF SERVICE 

To commemorate our Year of Service, the Stewardship Committee wants to recognize 
some of our servants. 
  
At Your Service: 
  
Rich Born has been letting four swimmers use his pool while the Y is repairing their pool. 
  
Victoria Young has been playing her harp at the hospital as well as at small gatherings. 
  
Diana Kevin has been going to garage sales to collect kitchen supplies for LOVE, Inc. 
  
Rob Ferguson has been making breakfast for the Saturday men's group. 
  
Larry Wood has been part of the Moving Ministry with the generous use of his truck. 

Clinton Rosette Junior High Backpack Project 

Thank you for all the generous donations to the Clinton Rosette 
Backpack Project.  The school was able to give away 300 backpacks 
to needy families.  Also, I would like to thank Lois Miller for setting 
up the awesome display in the narthex. 

Terrie Adams 
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Garage Sale Update 

The Mission Committee would like to thank everyone who donated items to the garage sale 
in support of our mission trips.  And there are lots of you!  We had such a terrific response 
that we are able to have a garage sale on both Saturday, August 21 and on the following 
Saturday, August 28th.  At the time of the writing of this article, August 22nd, over $950 has 
been raised from the combination garage sale, car wash and bake sale.  Special thanks go to 
Lois, Loris, Martha, Sue Wood, Diane, Victoria, Samantha, Josie, Colton, Nathan, and Carol 
Maynard for all their help and effort setting up and working this important fund raiser.  

2010-2011 HCC Year of  Service 

Have you considered how you can live out you faith during the Year of Service? You could 
serve homeless families at Hope Haven. You could meet foreign NIU students and learn 
about other countries at the Network of Nations. You can help women in distress at Safe 
Passage. There are many more local opportunities. 
 
If you want to explore outside our community, there are opportunities to serve in Chicago, 
Illinois, Texas, Mexico and beyond. We have too many opportunities to list. 
 
Please contact a member of the Missions Committee (Manny Diaz, Pat Kevin, Steve 
Klopfenstein, and Mark Rassmussen) to learn more. 
 
 

Service Opportunities 

As part of our Year of Ser-
vice, we now have the oppor-
tunity to serve the Covenant 
Ministry “WellSpring Center 
for Hope” in Chi-
cago.  WellSpring provides 
safe shelter and counseling 
for victims of domestic 
abuse.  Joe Bothe is coordi-
nating a work day this fall at 
their center in Englewood 
where we’ll be providing 
cleaning, painting and other 
miscellaneous ser-
vices.  Please join in fellow-
ship and service as we sup-
port this worthwhile 
cause.  Stay tuned for more 
details as we get closer to our 
date of sevice.   WellSpring is 
a ministry under the guidance 
of Covenant Ministry of Be-

equipment, and dishes to set 
up a kitchen.  
Consider a contribution to the 
Kitchen Ministry  

O         If you love garage sales 
and see something you 
like 

O         How about sorting 
through your kitchen 

O         If you have a box of 
unused kitchen things in 
your basement 

Please call Love INC at 815-
217-0082 or our church office 
to arrange a drop off time. 

nevolence of the Evangelical 
Covenant Church.  Go to 
http://
www.wellspringcenterforhop
e.org/  to learn more about 
this important organization.  
  
Hillcrest has started a new 
Love Inc. Kitchen Minis-
try!  This ministry provides 
items to set up a kitchen for 
those in need of dishes, small 
appliances, cookware and the 
like.  A storage unit has been 
rented near Love Inc’s 
units.  Now when Love Inc 
has a client who is setting up 
an apartment, they can be 
provided furniture, linens 
(from the Linen Ladies at 
First Lutheran), and the 



Another year of AWANA 
clubs begins this 
month!  On Wednesday , 
Sept. 15th from 6:30-8 p.m., 
we will again have a Regis-
tration Round-Up Din-
ner.  We will enjoy some 
cowboy food, play some 
games, meet our AWANA 
leaders, have an important 
parent meeting, and enjoy 
s'mores with songs by the 
campfire. Registration forms 
will be available.   All 
AWANA clubbers and 
families are welcome!  
Please note that parents or 
guardians must accompany 
their children as this is a 
family event.    

 On a different note, 
AWANA needs your help 
and support.  Because of 
you, the past few years we 
have been able to keep our 
membership costs down, as 
well as offer kids who can't 
afford the membership fee 
the opportunity to be a part 
of our AWANA 
clubs.   With that said, please 
look at our AWANA Needs 
Board in the narthex to see 
how you can help.  We need 
supplies for snacks, games, 
our special event nights, 
sponsorships for clubbers 
and leaders, as well as prayer 
partners.  Please prayerfully 
consider where you can sup-
port this ministry so that we 

can continue to share the 
Gospel with the kids in our 
community, that they may 
come to know, love, and 
serve Jesus Christ! 
  
Your fellow servant in 
Christ, 
Heather Larson 
AWANA Ministry Director 

AWANA 

veys of both choir members 
and Sunday School partici-
pants, we have recom-
mended that choir continue 
to rehearse on Sunday 
mornings from 9:30 a.m. to 
10:30 a.m. This is currently 
the only workable schedule 
where enough people can 
participate to sustain the 
choir. The Board recognizes 
that this is not an ideal solu-
tion since choir members 
cannot participate in Sunday 
School. However, we were 
pleased to find that the ma-
jority of choir members are 
also participating in other 
Christian Formation activi-
ties such as Bible studies or 
small groups. We trust that 
at this time the church can 

be both understanding and 
accepting of the coexistence 
of the ministries of both 
choir and Sunday School on 
Sunday mornings.  
 
Peace and Blessings, 
Dan Ihm, Music and Wor-
ship Board Chair 
 

 

Choir Rehearsal Schedule Evaluation  
The Music and Worship 
Board has concluded an 
evaluation of the choir prac-
tice schedule. Due to several 
reasons, our choir has prac-
ticed on Sunday mornings 
from 9:30 a.m. to 10:30 a.m. 
for many years. Since Sun-
day School activities are also 
scheduled during this time, 
we felt it was necessary to 
reevaluate this schedule to 
make sure there was not a 
better alternative that would 
provide more opportunities 
for participation in these 
valuable ministries of the 
church.  
 
Based on the information 
the Music and Worship 
Board received from sur-

The Music and Worship 
Board has concluded an 

evaluation of the choir 
practice schedule 
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September Book Review 

Benda Scholarship 

“There Will Be Showers of  Blessings…” 

Title: The Double Comfort Safari Club 
Author: Alexander McCall Smith 
Version: recorded book, 2010 by Recorded Books 
Running times: 8.5 hours (1 disc) 
  
The first book of #1 Ladies Detective Agency series—set in Botswana, Africa—turned me 
off.  
Then I tried the recorded versions, and I love them. They are loaded with gems of Christian 
wisdom, put simply as life idealistically should be led. The reader, Lizette Lecat, a native 
South African, makes listening a joy to the correct pronunciations of the Botswana words. 
This latest book takes Mma Ramotswe, the owner of the #1 Ladies Detective Agency, into 
the Okavango Delta to visit a safari lodge. And her assistant, Mma Makutsi, has troubles 
with her fiancé, Phuti Radiphuti.   

Mark your calendar for the following bridal and baby showers.  More details will follow as the 
dates get closer! 

 

Monday, August 30 6:30 p.m. Bridal shower @ church for Ashley Klopfenstein  
   to 8:00 p.m. bride-to-be of Daniel Novak.  Ashley is registered  
     at Bed, Bath and Beyond, Kohls, and Target  
 
Sunday, September 26 3:00 p.m.  Bridal Shower at Howells for Nolan Erdman and  
   to 4:30 p.m. bride-to-be Katie Plant.  They are registered at Crate 
     and Barrel, Kohls, Macys and  
     Pottery Barn. 

 

Saturday, November 7 3:00 p.m. Baby shower for Al and Ximena  

Last year a memorial grant was given to Hillcrest Covenant Church in memory of Catherine 
Benda.  This grant established the Benda Scholarship fund, which gives scholarships to any 
person in our HCC family who is either attending North Park University or beginning a 
long-term (6 mo. or more) missionary experience.  Last year Stefanie Wessel was the 
scholarship recipient.  This year we will be accepting applications for the 2011 scholarship 
from Jan. 1 through Mar. 1 and then will notify the recipient(s) by Apr. 1.  If you are inter-
ested in applying, specific guidelines and applications are available in the church office.  
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We’re on the web! 
www.hillcovch.org 

September 5  Lev. 23:3, 25:1-13  Rest From their Labors 

 

September  12 2 Timothy 3:16  Centrality of the Word 

 

September 19  John 3:3, 30,    Life Transforming Walk with 

   Philippians 1:6  Jesus   

 

September 26  Matthew 28:18-20  Intentional Evangelism 

 

September Sermon Series 

PraisePraisePraisePraise    
    

ShareShareShareShare    
    

GrowGrowGrowGrow    
    

CareCareCareCare    
    

Hillcrest Covenant 
Church 
1515 N. First St. 
DeKalb, IL  60115 

Phone: 815-756-5508 
Fax: 815-756-5546 
E-mail: hillcrestcov@comcast.net 
Website: www.hillcovch.org 

Our Staff 
Pastor: Steve Larson 
Associate Pastor: Jen Zerby 
Minister of Music: Victoria Young 
Administrative Assistant: Valerie Smith 
Church Office Hours: 9 a.m.—2 p.m. 
Monday—Friday 


