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Covenant Life Link

Message from Pastor Steve

Very early in the morning,
while it was still dark, Je-
sus got up, left the house
and went off to a solitary
place, where he prayed.
Simon and his compan-
ions went to look for him,
and when they found him,
they exclaimed:
AEveryone i s
you! o Jesu
us go somewhere elsed
to the nearby villagesd so
| can preach there also.
That 1is why

T Mark 1:35-38

With the best of in-
tentions, ministry can run
you to death. Meetings,
committees, classes,
small groups, singing,
praylng, learning, serv-

i ngé There
more to be done. Like
trying to empty a well with
a teaspoon, there are
always more needs to be
met and people who need
you. And you are not
alone.

Jesus made it a prac-
tice to get away early in
the morning to pray
alone, but from the begin-
ning, the disciples wanted
to run Jesus to death, too.
They saw Jesus as a re-

S

source to be used, not a Webve got to d
fiman on a mistshiomg!od Thieetyt |
didndét under sknewthht we WRBRE do-
Jesus was really doing, ing something, perhaps
so He had to let them the most important thing
know. we could be doing.
After a time of heal- Like Jesus, we need o

ing, casting out demons, time to rest from our min- Summer Ministries 7
(falgng g(lgmrﬁle anp istry and reconnect with

a{ Lg ee s%) g‘fod We need to get our Book Review 7

awy He eadsou Anext stepsodo so we donot

to a solitary place to pray,  run off ahead without God
rest and get His next or- as we are so prone to do. Sander Family 8
dehsg é—| Sometimes this rest looks
Simon and the dISCIp?eS like a year off after serv- Newsletter
probably mobbed by lep- ing a 3 yearterm on a .
ers, the sick and the fam-  board. Sometimes it Christians You Shou8
ily and friends of those l ooks | ike a weekWneswvaca-
who need healing, head tion where we donét hrinag
out in a posse to find Je- our laptop or Iphone but May Sermon Series 10
sus. Finding Him wasting  only our Bible and sight-

His time resting and pray-
ing, they urge Him back
to the r impaortant

|ng fne\g g)ﬁhysical
needs.

Oh, how we can iden-
tify with the disciples.
Rest and prayer seem
like a waste of valuable
time to us. | once was
leading a youth mission
trip when we had an
emergency with some of
the youth. | called the
leaders together to pray

about it. After a few sec-
onds, one t ol
canobt wast e

ti
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seeing guide. Sometimes
this looks like a day of
Sabbath each week or
even just an hour alone in
prayer.

Our year of service is
giving us plenty of oppor-
tunities to serve those in
need, but don
practice of prayer and
rest get lost in the busy-
ness of ministry this year.

d
i m
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Message from Church Chair

| We certainly had an-
other wonderful Easter

of setting up
face-to-face in-

12:30 and ex-
pect to be com-

celebration at Hillcrest terviews with pleted by 2:00.
c t Church thi three candi- Topics will in-

-‘ ovenant Laureh this dates. Progress clude a Long-

L/ft " year i a beautiful day, a to date has Range Planning

| ‘f ' full church, an inspiring
’! v f message, and most of

all a celebration of an
empty tomb and a risen
~ Savior.

Please plan to attend the
Congregational Meeting on
May 23" following the Sun-
day morning service

A few church activities to
note:

Thank you to all
those that filled
out the long
range planning
survey. Last |

After 14 years of heard we had Hillcrest Cove- This monthés Execu:
dedicated service as 98 surveys com- nant Church Committee meeting was
pleted. Thanks web-site, Rich focused on the topics
the web master for for taking the Born is transfer- . )
) fime to provide fing those re- that we will be covering
the Hillcrest input and share sponsibilities to ~ at the congregational
Covenant Church web your opinions. Dave Wessel. meeting.
. . ) The LRP Com- A special thanks .
-Site, Rich Born is _ _ to Rich for his We have a lot of activi-
mittee will be ) . . .
transferring those reviewing and work Qn_tt)frls . UES g(;ln% En Ilr: tft1e "
uy gy Summarizing the Vel’y Vvisipie a.n churcn. anks to al
responsibilities to results over the successful min-  those that contribute in
Dave Wessel. A next month. Pleagg)glan 0 at so many ways. Please
. The Associate Pas- g
special thanks to tor Search Com- tend the Con- keep the Search Com-
Rich for his work. mittee has re- gregational mittee, Long-Range
il viewed over 25 Meetlngdon Planning Committee and
profiles, had one IMa)_/ 23rh fol- Nominating Committee
owing the
3 nlk youl -on-one phone and all the church
= conversations Sunday morn- boards in your prayers
' with 14 candi- Ing service . '
o dates, had full We will have a God is Great!
group phone S|mpI<_a snack
interviews with 5 following the Joe Bothe
candidates and service and plan -
is in the process to start the Church Chair
meeting around
Ushers Wanted!
Al - _ A
Looking for way to serve? Herebs a perfe

_"' USHER

i

Narthex.

GREETER

Welcome To Our Church

Thank you for your service,

been promising.
Please keep the
Search Commit-
tee and the can-
didates in your
prayers as we
look to find the
right person for
this important
position.

After 14 years of

dedicated ser-
vice as the web
master for the

Committee up-
date, a Search
Committee up-
date, the Nomi-
nating Commit-
tee ballot for the
2010/11 year
along with other
items. The full
agenda for the
meeting will be
available May
oth.

serve. If you are interested, there is a sign up sheet on the counter in the
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Trustees Report

May 15 Work Day: The
all church spring work
day will be held on Sat-
urday, May 15 from 9
a.m. to noon. Plan on
joining your Hillcrest
Covenant fellow mem-
bers and friends, as we
wash windows, clean up
the lawns and planting
areas and address mis-
cellaneous small repairs.
Coffee, juice and donuts
will be provided. Bring
your rakes, tarps, pick-
up trucks and window
cleaning supplies.

Financials: First quar-
ter financial results show
that donations are about
$9,000 below budget
year-to-date, and that
expenditures are about
$23,000 below budget
for the same period.
The expense shortfall
would appear to be due
to the seasonal timing of
our expenses, and we
expect full year ex-
penses to be at or about
budget. Members are
encouraged to review
their giving and to work
together to bring dona-
tions up to the budgeted
level. Our cash balance
is strong, but we would
expect such balance to
decline as expenditures
rise in the coming
months. We are experi-
encing some deficien-
cies with the donor giv-
ing software, so the e-
mailing of first quarter
giving reports will be
delayed.

Financial Secretary:
Susan Kauffman has
been appointed the
churchos
tary, replacing Valerie
Smith who performed
such function last year.
Thank you, Susan, for
volunteering your time
and talent. Thank you,
Valerie, for your service
last year.

Church Exterior: We
experienced some dam-
age to our lawn when
someone drove across it
last month. Remedial
work will involve the ad-
dition of dirt and a rolling
of the lawn. The railings
on the front walkway
across the moat have
been strengthened, but
members and friends
are reminded that such
railings are not designed
for people to sit on them,
so for your own safety
please refrain from sit-
ting on the railings. The
shed at the back of the
church property will be
finished this spring so
that it can be used for
storage of equipment
associated with youth
activities. This summer
the parking lot will be
sealed and striped as
part of a maintenance
plan that calls for such
work every three years.

Church Carpeting: A
recent assessment of
our church carpeting has
indicated no replace-
ment is needed at this
time. We will, however,

continue to clean all the
carpets once a year and
provide for additional

f i n spotcleanihg asneaes- e -

sary. Repair work has
been done to address
the seams in the Ander-
son Room carpeting.

Ridge Road Turn Lane:
The City of DeKalb has
advised us that this
summer they will be
adding a left turn lane
for eastbound Ridge
Road traffic at the inter-
section with north First
Street. This work will
take approximately one
month and will involve
the closing of our north
parking lot entrance dur-
ing the construction pe-
riod. The work will result
in the loss of some of
our property along Ridge
Road, but we will not
have to move our sign.
All work will be done at
the Cityéobs
City further advises that
there are no plans now
or in the near future for
any stop light or three-
way stop sign at this
intersection.

Church Equipment In-
ventory: Thank you to
Al Burgin for volunteer-
ing his time, talent and
equipment to video/
photograph the church
interior as part of the
Trusteeso
an inventory of our
equipment and other
assets for insurance pur-
poses.
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Susan Kauffman has
been appointed the
churchos
secretary
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Quarterly Giving
Statements

We will not be emailing
quarterly giving statements
for March 31, as we are
¢ o mpputchasing mew &bftware.
Please contact Susan
Kauffman if you would like
a paper copy for your 1%
guarter giving record.
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May Birthdays
1 - Lynn Rozema 1571 Barb Retondo
2 - Paul VanderWeide 17 - Olle Larson
3 - Mitch Hallgren ; 20 - Leah Sander

3 - MacKenzie Pianovski ;drj)ughter of Mission-

22 - Amy Wessel
22 - Caleb Peterson (son

6 - Joe Ferguson

6 - Jordannah Kowitz

7 - Russ Anderson of Missionary)
8 - Ben Martin N 23 - Jerry Lanier
8 - Tyler Schultz ) 23 - Jennette Smith

10 - Josie Rasmussen .‘.o"& 24 - Bob Donaldson
11 - Sharalyn Kowitz ‘ 26 - Andy Vanko
11 - Linda Wahlstrom
12 - Jim Auman
0. . . We lpr@errigAdams

born to make

manifest the

glory of God

that is within

useo

30 - Nicole Kauffman

Maryanne
Willlamson

May Anniversaries

1, 1999 - Andy & Beth Vanko
16, 1992 - Robert & Susan Kauffman
19, 1990 - Dan & Patty lhm
22,1982 - Herb & Wendy Kuryliw
23, 1963 - Jerry & Mona Lanier
24, 2003 - Brian & Amy Bickner
28, 1989 - Greg & Ingrid Friedlund



