Message from Pastor Steve

Imagine with me if
you will@é

we are called to die
with Christ and then

ing on God for our
safety and provision
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rise with Him as well.
Paul calls us to die to
our sinful nature and
let Christ use us to do
His will.

Jesus is com-
ing back today! After
all this waiting, His
return is here. He
will redeem this
world and remake it
into His Kingdom.
But this ti
ferent. Last time, He
came as a baby, grew
up like us and taught,
lived, died and was
raised from the dead,
all with a body of His

instead of leaning on
ourselves. (Ever try
to literally lean on
yourself? Try it and
see an example of the
futility of doing so
spiritually as well.) It
means living our lives
for Him and there-
fore, for others. And
finallyé wel
no finally. Because if
you notice,
ready given Him your
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own. This time He
asks to have your
body. He will take

over your body, using

it to accomplish His
will. Unfortunately,
you have to die first.

Will you give up your

own life so that He

can use your body to
bring His Kingdom to

Earth once and for
all?

As you may
have noticed, this is

comes the relation-

ship . God has chosen

you to live, walk and
talk with Him forever
simply because He

loves you. Accepting

the reality of that re-
lationship is the first

step. Second comes

the discipleship
Through Bible read-
ing, prayer, study,
and discussions with
other believers, we

learn about Jesus and

exact!l y wh atgrowinourrelation-

asked of
Christ is in you, your

us

body is dead because

of sin; yet your spirit
is alive because of

ri ght eousn e sinstead of just our
In our baptism,

8:10)

. ship with Him. This

means learning how
to turn our backs on
our own selfishness,
seeking

own. It means lean-

life and allowed Him
to use it to bring
about His Kingdom.
Are you will-
ing to die for God?
oDying
easy; living for them
i s the
wise man once said.
So are you willing to
live for Him, too?
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Message from Church Chair

May was a busy and productive
month with Confirmation Sun-
day, the end of the Sunday
school and AWANA year, and
the congregational meeting. A
special thanks to those able to
attend the congregational meet-
ing. Below are the highlights of
the meeting:

Manny provided
viceo updat e.
vice projects in process and are
looking for volunteers to lead
two more projects in order to
reach the goal of six. Please
contact the Mission Board if you
are willing to help .

Don Potts and Rob Ferguson
provided an update on behalf of
the LRP Committee. This in-
cluded their latest thinking on
core values and mission state-
ments, a review of the congre-
gational survey and the commu-
nity demographics data, and
next steps in the process. If
you are interested in receiving a
hard copy or email version of
their presentation or any of the
survey results, please contact
Valerie.

The planning calendar this year
will be more focused on the
school year rather than the fis-
cal year with the Town Hall
Meetings being in February,
Executive Committee Retreat in
March, and Church Board
Meeting in April. We will also be
moving the next Congregational
Meeting, from January, to No-
vember.

The Executive Committee voted
on May 20" to adopt a revised
Facilities Use Policy that was
discussed at the congregational
meeting. Copies are available
in the Narthex.

On behalf of the deacons, Joan
Bickner presented 7 new mem-
bers to the church.

¢ Cheri Auman provided a Search

\ Committee Update. The
Search Committee has reached
consensus on a candidate and
is in the process of contacting
that person and setting up a
candidating weekend. More
details to come.

The Mutual Ministries by-law
change was voted on and ap-
proved.

The proposed new Church
Board members were officially
voted in. A special thanks to
the nominating committee for
their work in developing the bal-
lot.

Jim Auman and Aaron Bennett

were selected act¢
-at-l argeod represe
this yeards Bud:¢

Distribution of the church news-
letter was discussed and the
congregation was overall sup-
portive of distributing the news-
letter via e-mail, but it was high-
lighted that if people prefer to
receive hard copies, they
should let Valerie know.

r

Covenant Life Link

The Executive Committee is
discussing the possibility of set-
ting up a separate Stewardship
Board (splitting the current Mis-
sions & Stewardship Board in to
two boards). Please provide
any input on this to me or other
Executive Committee members.

A special thanks to those that
have been serving on the
church board for their faithful
service. Also, a special thanks
and welcome to those who
have agreed to serve on the
church board. We are fortunate
to have so many talented lead-
ers willing to serve!

To God be the Glory,
Joe Bothe

Church Chair
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Trustee Report

Thank You: Thanks to Dave
Hegberg, Robert Kauffman and
Paul VanderWeide for the six
years of service they each have
just completed on the board of
trustees. Our church home has
benefited immeasurably from
your talents, dedication and ser-
vice.

Thank You: Thanks to the ap-
proximately 40 members and
friends that joined hands on May
15 for the all -church work day.
Between coffee and donuts, we
spread a lot of gravel, black dirt,
mulch and seed i and got the
windows sparkling. Mark your
calendars for the fall work day on
November 6.

Thank You: Thanks to Terrie
Adams for volunteering to water
our flowers and other plantings

furnace replacement noted below,
are being funded from the sink-
ing fund.

Anderson Room Improve-

ments: Recent improvements to
the Anderson Room include redo-
ing the carpet seams and replac-
ing the carpet in the passageway
between the kitchen and the mul-
tipurpose room with tile to facili-
tate the movement of food and
service items between the two
rooms. In the near future, the
roomds ceiling |
placed.

Ridge Road Turn Lane: The
City of DeKalb had informed us
that some time this summer they
would be reworking the Ridge
Road/First Street intersection to
provide for a right turn lane from
Ridge onto First. They have now
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This project is not yet scheduled,
but the parking lot will be closed
for a couple days when the work
is undertaken.

Youth Program Storage Shed:
The trustees have

i completed construc-
 tion of a new shed on
k the west property line.
. This shed is for the

| storage of youth pro-
gram equipment cur-
rently located in the

i gohth dlassgppoms.i | | be

Kitchen Faucets: At the re-
quest of the Hospitality Commit-
tee, the faucets in the kitchen
will be replaced/upgraded to per-
mit more convenient use of the
sink areas.

Furnace Replacement: Paul

advised us that due to financial
shortfalls, the City has postponed
this project until 2011. There are
ing is $13,000 below budget and no plans for any additional traffic
$3,000 behind last year. Please control devices at the intersec-
remember to maintain your giv- tion.

ing during the summer months
while you may be vacationing out
of town. Please note that the
Anderson Room improvements,
parking lot sealing/striping and

this growing season. VanderWeide has replaced a sec-
ond church furnace this year. We
now should be good with heating
and air -conditioning equipment
for a while.

Financials:  General Fund giv-

Bruce Bickner, Mort Carrel, Bob
Donaldson, Jessie Flippin, Dave
Hegberg, Robert Kauffman, Ed
Peterson and Paul VanderWeide

Parking Lot Sealing and

Striping:  This summer the
parking lot will receive its three -
-year sealing and restriping.

From the Stewardship Committee Update

Several weeks ago in worship,
Robert Ferguson presented the
congregation with a presentation

t hese Acoi nci denc gw theirfistam dast, i sndt
it? The video shows nothing left

for God as the man devours the We, as a congregation, voted to

on Gododos Pie. F o last bite of pie. =y iNCrease our
was a realistic portrayal of how we =Tl budget this
use Godos fi nanci IfwegiveGod the firstslice of our ‘e 8 year, and we
all have monthly expenses that pie, as He commands, He prom- are behind
must be paid, and then we have ises to provide for us. It may not |l ast year 6s
what is left. Will we have anything be easy; in fact, He promises there giving. Let 0:
left to give to the church? will be difficulties. If we give to follow His
Him first, the pie will be smaller, command

| am in the process of reading the
Bible this year, and the next day
my reading was Deut: 26 where
God commands the Israelites to
give their first fruits. Funny how

but there still will be pie! Itis a
challenge in tough times, and the
times we are in now are tough.
The Israelites were in tough times
too, and they were commanded to

and give to Him first. There will be
some pie left; test Him and try it!

Scott Sisler
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June Birthdays

& 18 - Gene Kowitz

19 - Mark Wessel

. 20 - Sadie Ihm

. 20 - Nick Stanciu
«21 - Jared Kuryliw

» | /. ' 21-Marilyn Utter

\t | B 222 - Tracy Egerman

== 23 - Noni Jones

“F 29 - Sue Klopfenstein

29 - Juli Smith

30 - Belinda Grimm

1 - Jacob Adams

3 - Ethan Kowitz

3 - James Vander -

Weide

3 - David Vogl
117 Larry Wood
12 - Herb Kuryliw
14 - Ximena Recalde
15 - Justin Kuryliw
16 - Mona Lanier
17 - Mary Alice Adams
18 - Joshua Geidel
18 - Susan Kauffman

June Anniversaries

1, 1985 - Kim & Mark Rasmussen
6, 1959 - Howard & Jo Swan

12 1977 Mark Cordes & Victoria Young
i ,-- 12, - Scott & Kim Severson

13, 1992 - Rich & Jeanne Holly

- 16, 1979 - David & Lynn Vogl

22, 1963 - Nick & Dennie Stanciu

24, 1989 - Don & Lorna Code

28, 2008 - Russ & Sarah Anderson

29, 1968 - Bill & Carole Minor
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Hel p Someone Everyday Al ong

Olle Larson turned 90 years of age on May 17 th, our oldest living member of Hillcrest Covenant. As he pointed
out to me, he is also the only remaining member left who was born in Sweden.

On December 23, 1923, Olle (along with his mother and three older siblings and one younger brother) arrived in
Rockford, lllinois. Olle was 3 years of age when he left his birthplace of Bollebygd, Sweden. His father had trav-
eled to the United States a year earlier and found work as a carpenter. His mother soon had a job cleaning
houses. Three more children were born, but then the depression hit, and his father lost his job. His father was

able to get a job with the Works Progress Administration and worked building the 15 th Avenue Bridge in Rockford.

However, he also started drinking and his parents soon separated when Olle was around 12 years old. His mother
then worked two shifts in order to support herself and all eight children.

Olle graduated in 1939 from high school and immediately started working at Elliott Welding Shop in Rockford.
After 1 % years, he enlisted in the Navy. He married his first wife, Jeanette, in 1942. Soon thereafter, he was sent
overseas for two years where he served from New Guinea to Japan. He was in the Landing Craft Infantry and
helped with repairs. He said their vessels were called LSTs & Long Slow Targets. He carried his Bible with him
at all times and each evening after he climbed up to the top of four bunks, he would lay and read his Bible with the
little light that he had. He never spent any of the money that he received while in the Navy, but sent it all home
to his wife. His best Christmas present ever was when he arrived home on December 23, 1945 to see his wife who
he had not seen for two years.

Olle went back to working at the welding shop for another 1 ¥ years, until his father
in-law asked him to come and farm with him. Together they farmed 350 acres in the
Kirkland area. In 1954, his son Alan was born, followed by Don in 1957. Olle grew up
attending the Lutheran church in Rockford, where he was confirmed. After marriage
and moving to Kirkland, he and Jeanette were members of the Methodist church in
Kirkland. Jeanette died in 1969 of cancer after 27 years of marriage. This left Olle
with the job of raising their two sons who were now 12 and 16. During this time, the
boys track coach, Eduardo Magalhaes, (who was then church chairman at Hillcrest
Covenant) suggested that Olle should check out our church as there were a lot of
Swedes at Hillcrest.

Oll e started attending our church in the early 1970035

time friend and neighbor. At this point, Olle took a second job working at Anaconda at nights after farming in the
fields all day. Olle worked there for 25 years, working up to being on the executive board of International Brother-
hood of Electrical Workers. He has also been very active in his community serving on the school board two terms,
on the board of the South Grove Cemetery, and as a Mason for 58 years.

During his 32 years as a member at Hillcrest, Olle has served as a deacon, two terms as a trustee and was

church chair from 1982 -1984. It was during his tenure as chair that the Multi -purpose room was completed, and

we began sponsorship of European immigrant families. Olle has always been a friend to the youth of our church.
In each of his reports to the church as chair he would talk about the youth programs and how many kids from our

church went to camp each year, stating oOothat the futu

e
moﬂhe
hgw

generously wildl al so reap generouslyd she would al way s

The most influenti al person in Olleds |ife was his
raise al|l eight of her children. He said no matter

al ong | i-fokowisg winathys dother taught him.

Mary Lou passed away in 2008 after 29 years of marri g

Utah. He has five grandchildren, eight step grandchildren and three great grandchildren.

Olle still lives on the farm where he and Mary Lou lived. Olle likes to listen to Cubs games, is an excellent pie
baker and has plans to build a machine work shop where he wants to repair and fix his old tractors and machin-
ery. His family (including lots of nieces and nephews besides his grandchildren) keeps him busy attending various
events around the country. This winter he is planning on getting away from some of the cold and snow and spend-
ing time with Don in Utah.

Al though Ol |l efs | ife has been dotted with pain and
protected him. Hillcrest Covenant has been blessed to have Olle be a part of our lives. May God continue to protect
you and bless you, Olle, for many more years to come.
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