
Story of God, a connected 

whole of which each part fits 

together rather than stands 

alone.  I strongly suggest 

reading it whether we agree 

with his application of it or 

not. 

How do you read and use 

scripture in your daily life?  

Do you look at God’s word to 

see what you have to do to-

day for God to love you?  Do 

you read to find a defense for 

your particular position on an 

issue?  Or do you read to get 

a small glimpse of the whole, 

to see what new thought or 

understanding God might 

have for you, to get to know 

our loving God better every 

day? 

Message from Pastor Steve 

Covenant Life Link 

As our family looked together 

at Jesus’ temptation in the 

wilderness this week, I was 

struck by a new thought.  

Satan used scripture to try to 

tempt Jesus.  This is not new; 

I’ve pondered this for a while.  

But the way Satan used it 

rung a familiar chord this 

time.  Satan was trying to give 

Jesus a short-cut to public 

acceptance, a natural goal for 

the Messiah.  By throwing 

Himself from the “highest 

place in the temple” He 

would stand at the spot 

where a priest signals to the 

masses gathered below the 

break of day and the com-

mencement of the morning 

sacrifice.  From this public 

pinnacle, Jesus would pre-

sumably swoop down and 

land in the midst of the 

crowd.  This public display of 

God’s protection would go far 

in proclaiming his Messi-

ahship (and more to the 

point, allow Him to avoid the 

pain to come!) 

Satan did not use scripture 

but misused it.  Out of con-

text and for a selfish purpose, 

he justified his own attempt 

at sin with the words of the 

bible.  I was once told by a 

Sunday school teacher that 

misusing scripture like this 

allows us to quote, “Judas 

went and hung himself; go, 

therefore, and do likewise.” 

In his new book The Blue 

Parakeet, Scot McKnight asks 

whether we read and use 

scripture as a verse-by-verse 

list of rules we must follow, 

as a spiritual Rorschach ink-

blot in which we see what-

ever is inside us rather than 

what it has to say, or as the 
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"On June 20, after a year of prayer, discernment and hard work, we called Pastor 
Jen Zerby to join us in God's work as our Associate Pas-
tor.  Jen accepted that very day and will become part of 
our Hillcrest family and leadership team on August 1.  Jen 
will work primarily with our youth, college-aged and young 
adults, but will also share in some of the responsibilities of 
congregational pastor.  We are excited to see what God 
will do through this new venture at HCC and look forward 
to Jen's leadership and friendship." 
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from Pastor Steve and the 
Long-Range Planning Com-
mittee in the future.   

The Executive Committee has 
asked each board to be re-
sponsible for identifying 
those in the congregation 
that needs keys.  For security 
purposes we want to con-
tinue to maintain a list of 
those with necessary access 
to the building.  

I encourage you to attend as 
many of the summer program as 
possible.  We have a number of 
exciting fellowship opportunities.   

I wish each and everyone a re-
laxing and productive summer! 

God is Great! 

Joe  

Church Chair 

It is with great pleasure that we 
welcome Jennifer Zerby to Hill-
crest Covenant church as our 
Associate Pastor – with over 
90% of those present at the con-
gregational meeting  voting in 
favor of adding Jen to our 
church family.  It has been great 
getting to know Jennifer the past 
few weeks and looking forward 
to working with her more in the 
future.  A special thanks to the 
others on the Search Committee  
-- Cheri Auman (Chair), Shawna 
Bennett, Beth Ferguson, Pastor 
Steve, Josie Rasmussen, David 
Vollstedt, and Mark Wessel for 
their efforts these past few 
months.  It was great to be part 
of this group.  A special thank 
you to all those that helped with 
and participated in the open 
houses and Sunday activities.    
This is the culmination of over a 
year-long process.   

 

This past week was the first 
meeting of the 2009/10 Execu-
tive Committee.  A special wel-
come to Lindie Daiz, Dan Ihm, 
and Lucile Reynen, who are new 
to the group.   

Highlights of this month’s meet-
ing were: 

We toured the building and iden-
tified space utilization issues 
for 2010/11.  This included 
preparation for Jen’s office, 
storage issues and ideas, and 
sound issues in the multi-
purpose room.  Plans for next 
year will be finalized at our 
next meeting.   

Pastor Steve reviewed the next 
steps with Veritas and the 
long-range planning process.  
We have been invited by the 
Central Conference to be one 
of three churches to be in-
volved in a new program 
called “Navigate.”  Plans are 
to move forward with this, 
and you will be hearing much 
more about this program 

Message from Church Chair 
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With Grateful Thanks 
Over the past 19 months, we have been blessed by your many acts of kindness.  
We will never forget the thoughtful ways in which our friends from Hillcrest have 
encouraged and supported us through calls, visits, e-mails, cards, gifts, flowers, 
meals, and especially prayers. 
We thank God for His never-ending goodness!  We cherish your continued 
prayers, because it’s not over until the ‘fat lady sings!’  We struggle with remain-
ing patient while only God knows the future. 
In His love, 
Ivan & Noni 



New Members 

Parking Lot  This summer the park-
ing lot will be sealed and striped as 
part of a three year cycle.  In addition, 
this year a separate contractor will be 
cutting out the larger cracks and re-
paving those areas.  Total cost of 
these two projects will be about 
$8,000 and funded through the Sink-
ing Fund. 
 

Appointments  Ann Carrel and Susan 
Kauffman have been reappointed as 
church treasurer and financial secre-
tary, respectively. 

Financial  Through May 31, re-
ceipts have been $107,700, compared 
to 5/12 of our budgeted receipts 
which is $120,900—or a budgeted 
receipt deficit of $13,200.  May is the 
first month in which our receipts 
equaled 1/12 of our budgeted re-
ceipts.  Due to seasonal variances in 
our expenditures, our actual expendi-
tures through May have only been 
$94,900, so we have had a temporary 
year-to-date cash inflow of almost 
$13,000.  General fund cash balance 
at May 31 was $37,500.   

In addition we have undesignated cer-
tificates of deposit totaling $21,100. 
 

Kitchen Door  Ken Spears Construc-
tion has adjusted our rear kitchen door 
so that it will now close and lock 
more easily. 
 

Anderson Room Floor  Delano’s has 
completed installation of tile over the 
traffic area between the kitchen and 
the multi-purpose room 
 

ties. I'm sure we can look forward to 
reading many favorable things about 
each one of them in the future. 
 

In August of 2009, Al and Ximena 
Burgin were married at HCC.  They 
met at the Intercultural Cafe at NIU, 
where Ximena had been a student. 
Ximena was born and raised in Equa-
dor, and Al has lived his entire life in 
northern Illinois. After finishing her 
PHD in instructional technology, Xi-
mena began her career at NIU. Al is  
an engineer at General Electric. Their 
faith has been an integral part of their 
lives for many years and they feel that 
H.C.C. is a place where they can learn 
and grow spiritually.  They both have 
taught Sunday school.  We are  happy 
that they have decided to make 
H.C.C. their church home. 
 

Aaron Bennett grew up in Jackson, 
Michigan, where church was an im-
portant part of his life. He graduated 
from Spring Arbor University, major-
ing in business and finance and now 
is employed at Castle Printech. Aaron 
and Shawna  met while on staff at 
Covenant Harbor and were married in 
Lake Geneva on Sept. 19, 2009. 
We're glad Aaron is now at HCC. 

Hillcrest Covenant Church is blessed 
to have six new members. Four of our 
new members are teens who have 
been in the church and have made the 
decision to join HCC following their 
confirmation. The teens have told me 
that their faith is very important to 
them and plays an important part in 
their school lives, relationships with-
friends, and choice of activities. 
 

Kayla Kauffman will be a freshman 
next fall at Indian Creek High School 
in Shabbona. She has attended HCC 
her entire life, even being baptized 
here as a baby. Kayla is on a traveling 
softball team and absolutely loves the 
sport. Covenant Harbor Bible Camp is 
a favorite place of hers in all seasons 
of the year. Kayla received a Presi-
dential Academic Excellence Award, 
which was signed by the President of 
the U.S.  
 

Ryan Schultz will enter DeKalb High 
School in the fall. Swimming plays an 
important part in his life. In the sum-
mer he practices swimming for 5 
hours a day, twice a day. In 2006, 
Ryan was the Illinois State Champion, 
and this year he also placed very well. 

Ryan plans to swim on the DeKalb 
High School swim team, so we need 
to be checking out the newspaper for 
news of Ryan and his swimming.  
 

Sarah Friedlund will be a freshman 
at DeKalb High School in the fall.  
Last year when she was a student at 
St. Mary's  School, she received the 
Sacristan Award at school, for Stew-
ardship and Service. in leadership at 
the end of the year. She was the only 
8th grader to receive this award. 
 Sarah is on a traveling softball team, 
which she enjoys immensely, and she 
also plays basketball and volleyball. 
She will be going to Des Moines for 
13 and under Fast pitch Softball Na-
tionals. Sarah feels that her faith is 
what has kept her grounded. 
 

Will Ferguson has received straight 
A's at Huntley Middle School this 
past year. He will play soccer at 
DeKalb High School on the freshman 
team as a goalie.  He will be rounding 
out his activities by singing in the 
choir for DeKalb High School. 
It looks as if all of our new teen mem-
bers are having many successes with 
academics, sports, and other activi-

Trustee Repor t 
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August Anniversaries 

11, 1987 - Manny & Lindie Diaz 
17, 2009—Taz & Sheri Cantrell 
19, 1986 - Steve & Terrie Adams 
26, 1986 - Jerry & Becky Metcalf 
29, 1967 - Bruce & Joan Bickner 
30, 1994 - Mike & Jennie Pianovski 

  8, 1970 - David & Carol Hegberg    
10, 1980 - Jay & Dorothy Elliott 
12, 1972 - Ed & Connie Peterson 
17, 1996 - Steve & Heather Larson 
18, 1979 - Gary & Mary Lou Sander  
      (Missionaries) 
19, 2006 - Matt & Jessica Anderson  
21, 1982 - Paul & Carol VanderWeide 
24, 1979 - Ron & Lynn Rozema 
29, 2009—Al & Ximena Burgin 

July Anniversaries 

July Bir thdays 

  1 - Rachel Larson  
  1 - Ruth Ann Livingston 
  2 - Greg Friedlund  
  3 - Jacob Martin 
  4 - Brianna Lindhart 
  5 – Susan Wood 
10 - Christin Bothe 
10 - Emily Egerman 
12 - Elliott Ihm 
16 - Paige Martin  
19 - Richard Born 
19 - Kate Bothe 
20 - Patty Ihm 
20 - Heather Potts 
21 - Cara Sisler 
25 - Kathy Aichele 
26 - Ronald Grimm 
26 - Scott Sisler 
28 - Cormick Anderson 
28 - Kaitlin Cordes 
28 - Ingrid Friedlund 
28 - Mike Pianovski 
29 - Carol Maynard   
29 - Glenn VanderWeide 
30 - Steve Adams 
30 - Connie Peterson 

August Bir thdays 

  5 - Gary Sander (Missionary) 
  5 - Katie Woolsey 
  7 - Eric Wessel 
10 - Brian Sisler  
14 - Mibs Noreen 
15 - Don Potts 
17 - Velma Davis 
19 - Shannon Holly 
20 - Sam Ihm  
20 - Jeff Smith 
21 – Al Burgin 
21 - Colton Diaz 
21 - Sherri Howells 
22 - Bill Minor 
25 - John Guio, Sr. 
26 - Sarah Friedlund 
28 - Lois Miller 
30 - Beth Vanko 
31 - Danielle Schultz 
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Missionaries Supported by Hillcrest Covenant Church 
Gary & Mary Lou Sander 

Apartado Aereo 55276 
Medillin, Colombia 
www.pactocol.org 
pactosand@yahoo.com 

Lisandro & Patricia Restrepo 

Serving in Monterrey, Mexico 
Mailing address: 
P.M.B. 147 
1001 S. 10th St.  Suite G 
McAllen, TX  78501 

Eric & Kristi Peterson 

(InterVarsity Christian Fellowship) 
1048 Reasor Ave. 
Louisville, KY  40217 
ivcfky@gmail.com     

 

 

 

What’s New With Love INC? 
Love INC reached a milestone in April--our one-year anniversary! That represents 12 

months of churches partnering together, mobilizing their members to help those in need 
and, in the process, strengthening our community. The number of churches has grown to 
31.  Our mission is being accomplished! 

Looking for a way to become more actively involved with Love INC?  Call the clear-
inghouse at (815) 217-0082 for some ideas.  If your congregation hasn’t started a gap min-
istry yet, consider how your congregation might show the love of Christ through Love INC. 

 

Wants and Needs 
Beds in good condition (various sizes) 

Lightly used mattresses 

Gas vouchers to be distributed by several churches 

Kitchen tables and chairs 

Dressers 

Sofas 

Living room tables 

Bikes 

Paper products, including towels, napkins, toilet paper 

For the clearinghouse, paper and office supplies are needed. Please call the clearinghouse 
for specific needs, (815) 217-0082. 

 

Just Pick a Date 
The Linen Sisters from First Lutheran Church, DeKalb, have offered to come to your Sunday 
service, leadership meeting, or other gathering to describe their experience with a start-up 
gap ministry and offer ideas and encouragement for starting your own. Please call (815) 
758-0643 to arrange a date. 



Come Join the Walk! 

This fall we are expecting 50 kids from our own 
church and community to attend our AWANA 
clubs.  However, we are short staffed and need you to 
prayerfully consider joining the team of adults and 
high schoolers so that we can continue to minister to 
these kids.    
Your fellow servant in Christ Jesus, 
Heather 

See Lois Miller or Amy Wessel for de-
tails....or if you are interested in walk-
ing but can't make the dates or times 
listed above. 

 Here is a chance to get a little exer-
cise, share pray concerns, deepen 
relationships, and get to know the 
neighborhood around Hillcrest all in 
just two hours a week!  Come join 
the walk. 

Have you been telling yourself you 
should be walking this summer but 
just can't get motivated? Are you 
looking for someone to just listen to 
you?  Do you want to get to know the 
neighborhood around Hillcrest?  If 
you answered "yes" to any of these 
questions consider this an invitation 
just for you.  Starting July 8, 
join other women on Tuesday and 

Thursday mornings at 8:00 A.M. in 
the Hillcrest church parking lot and 
walk the neighborhood with us. 

We will begin with a short time of 
prayer promptly at 8 and begin our 
walk at 8:08.  We will walk at a 
steady pace for 50 minutes and be 
back at church by 9:00.  No need to 
sign up, just show up! 
  

AWANA Needs 

Summer Activities July - Christmas Time is 
Here!  Whether we have rain, sun-
shine, or SNOW we will have Christ-
mas in July!  Come Sunday, July 
25th at 4 p.m. to the multi-purpose 
room.  We will play some games, 
sing some songs, enjoy a pot-
luck dinner, and work on 
Operation Christmas 
boxes!  A sign up sheet for 
bringing specific food items 
and for helping with certain 
activities will be in the nar-
thex starting July 4th.   

August - Games, Pizza, and 
Camp?  Yes!  Come on Sunday, Au-
gust 1st at 4 p.m. to play some board 
& card games while enjoying 
pizza!  Bring some money for pizza 
and your favorite board/card game.   
And then on Sunday, August 15th 
join us at Covenant Harbor in Lake 
Geneva, WI for our Camp Sun-
day!  Bring a dish to share. 
Sign up sheets for these events will be 
available in the narthex a few weeks 
before each event.    
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Feed My Starving Children Update  - Make a 
Difference 2k10 

Facing Your Giants 
By Max Lucado   
Thomas Nelson, 2006 
233 pages with study guide & notes 
  
When a person thinks of giants, one 
thinks of David of the Bible. He met 
Goliath with the attitude of I come 
against you in the name of the Lord 
Almighty.  
 

Your giant might taunt you with a 
job loss, a friend’s or relative’s 
death, poor health, unforgettable 
failures, life in a war area, whatever.  
You can face your giants like David 
when you are your weakest and 
poorly equipped. Like David, you 
can garner an attitude, guided by 
Jesus, to conquer your giants. 

House Keeping Note 

Please check the table in the multi-purpose 

room for left over pots and pans from past pot 

luck meals.   

Thank you! 

We have been busy meeting with organizations, community groups and individuals try-
ing to  raise awareness about world hunger and promote the Mobile Pack Event 
with  Feed My Starving Children to be held in November.  We hope to have an official sign 
up posted to the website by late July or early August.  Please prayerfully consider taking 
part in this community event to save lives and provide 500,000 meals to starving chil-
dren.   Contact Greg or Sherri Howells if you are interested in volunteering or making a 
financial donation.   

 Thanks to all who have been saving their quarters and donating your change to make 
change.  To date we have collected over $500!   

  

be the change you wish to see in the world... 

Book Review 
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Coming Soon...Mission Team Garage 

Sale 

Clean your closet and save your stuff for the 

Mission Team Garage Sale to be held on Sat-

urday August 21.  Mark your calendar! 



July 4  1 Corinthians 5:1-13 Expelled! 

July 11 1 Corinthians 6:12-20 The Wrong Kind of Freedom 

July 18 1 Corinthians 8:9-13 The Right Kind of Freedom 

  1 Corinthians 9:19-27 

July 25 1 Corinthians 10:1-13 Temptation 

August 1 1 Corinthians 11:17-34a Living in Communion 

August 8 1 Corinthians 12:1-11 Using our Spiritual Gifts 

August 15     Camp Weekend @ Covenant Harbor 

August 22 1 Corinthians 13  True Love 

August 29 1 Corinthians 15:3-22 The Resurrection 
 

July/August Sermon Series 

Hillcrest Covenant Church 
1515 N. First St. 
DeKalb, IL  60115 

Phone: 815-756-5508 
Fax: 815-756-5546 
E-mail: hillcrestcov@comcast.net 
Website: www.hillcovch.org 

Our Staff 
Pastor: Steve Larson 
Minister of Music: Victoria Young 
Administrative Assistant: Valerie Smith 
Church Office Hours: 9 a.m.—2 p.m. 

PraisePraisePraisePraise    
    

ShareShareShareShare    
    

GrowGrowGrowGrow    
    

CareCareCareCare    
    


